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friend, which, I hope, he received and will answer. He told
me she had acted kindly by him. I knew her intentions on
that head and towards all her servants. When you return,
which I should hope would be soon and with satisfaction,
you must allow me to talk a little about her, which I will
not do now, though I can scarce refrain. I hope not a line
of hers will be detained from me, especially the written
portraits. She had many most entertaining letters from the
Abbe" Barth^lemi, of which I was very fond too. I repeat
how careful I shall be of everything. As I outlive my
friends, my greatest pleasure is thinking and talking of
them. What is past is much more dear to me than any-
thing that is passing now. And, begging the present time's
pardon, I do not think I am much in the wrong! Your
son is one of the very few that could replace any of those
that I loved and are gone: but I shall not make him so bad
a compliment as to oiler him the friendship of a super-
annuated man.

2110.   To THE COUNTESS OP UPPER OSSOEY.

Berkeley Square, Nov. 1, 1780.

I HAVE suspected for some time, Madam, that I am
growing superannuated, and now I am sure of it, for I don't
know what I say. I certainly did not, if I told your
Ladyship that I was going to Nuneham for a fortnight.
I meant to stay but two nights, and literally did stay but
three; and the reason I gave you, not having been there in
two years, was the worst reason I had to give, another
proof of dotage; for besides the visit to Lord and Lady
Harcourt, to whom I certainly have great obligations, my
journey comprehended two visits (going and coming) to
Mr. Conway, who still kept his bed; and moreover I was
to meet Mr. Mason at Nuneham. All this is not an
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